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A
S if Edinburgh, the Festival city, didn’t have enough 
to boast about, it can claim

 to be the only U
K city  

to hold a m
agic festival at Christm

as. 
M

agicFest w
as founded in 2010 by the husband and 

w
ife team

 of Kevin and Svetlana M
cM

ahon, and since 
then they have produced regular sum

m
er m

agic festivals. 
Last year, how

ever, they decided to run a further 
festival at Christm

as – and such w
as its success, they had 

no hesitation in repeating the form
at this year.

“It is quite a rare festival because it’s not funded by any 
of the m

ain funding bodies,” says Kevin, a professional 
m

agician w
ho goes under the stage nam

e of Kevin 
Q

uantum
. “W

e try and run it as a business as best w
e  

can, but w
e have to m

ake certain concessions in areas 
that m

aybe som
etim

es you w
ouldn’t have to if you  

w
ere funded every year. 

“W
e m

ake it w
ork through love and sheer force of w

ill.

“That m
eans w

e do it all – scripting, adm
inistration, 

booking, m
arketing, organising and perform

ing. It’s m
ore 

a w
ay of life, and not a career.
“W

e source m
agicians from

 all over the w
orld. I travel 

a lot and w
hen you are on the circuit you see a lot of acts 

from
 other parts of the w

orld. M
agic festivals and m

agic 
conventions are industry events – w

e go to all of these and 
you alw

ays get inundated w
ith m

agicians w
ho are 

proactive by pressing you into asking them
 to join you.”

Kevin stum
bled into the m

agic profession m
ore or less 

by accident. W
hen he w

as a research scientist doing a 
physics PhD

, he took part in an episode of Channel 4’s 
Faking It, w

hich took som
eone from

 one job and trained 
them

 in four w
eeks in one they had never done before.

N
ow

 there’s no faking – it’s all real. 
“That w

as 12 years ago and it really changed m
y life. It 

w
as a real abracadabra m

om
ent, and since then m

agic 
has been m

y life, both in perform
ing and prom

oting. 
H

ow
ever, I couldn’t do it w

ithout Svetlana. She’s the 
brains behind the operation.”

Audiences of all ages are invited to attend M
agicFest’s 

The Secret G
ift Christm

as Special and enjoy perform
ances 

from
 five m

agicians. Kevin w
ill be joined on stage by tw

o 
perform

ers from
 Spain – D

avid Blanco, aka The H
onest 

D
eceiver, and Señor Perez. For Perez, think Christm

as 
bubbles, not baubles as he com

bines bubbles, sm
oke and 

m
agic for a dem

onstration that w
ill delight the senses. 

The tw
o other U

K representatives are Chris de Rosa, 
The G

rand Illusionist, and m
agician N

eil Kelso.
“There w

ill be a pantom
im

e feel,” continues Kevin, 
“w

ith audience participation but it w
ill be m

ore m
agic 

than a story. There’s m
agic for adults and there’s m

agic for 
kids. H

ow
ever, this w

ill em
brace both w

orlds and be very 
m

uch a fam
ily show

. And w
e are going to extend that 

m
agical feeling of Christm

as for a few
 m

ore days. W
ho 

says m
agic should finish on D

ecem
ber 25?”

The show
 m

oves from
 its venue last year at an 

Edinburgh university cam
pus to the m

ore central Traverse 
Theatre, just off the city’s Lothian Road. 

“W
e cam

e to the table quite late last year but this year 
w

e’ve given ourselves m
ore of a chance to organise things. 

M
oving to the Traverse, one of m

y m
ost favourite 

Edinburgh theatres, w
ill help a lot as it is m

ore central.”
The Traverse is only a stone’s throw

 from
 Princes Street 

w
here the m

ain focus on Edinburgh’s festive celebrations 
take place. 

“W
e’re knocking on the door of Edinburgh’s 

Christm
as,” says Kevin. “O

ne day, they m
ight let us in!”

M
agicFest Christm

as runs in the Traverse Theatre, 
Cam

bridge Street, Edinburgh, from
 D

ecem
ber 27-30.

  
For m

ore inform
ation go to w

w
w

.m
agicfest.co.uk

A M
agical 

Season
Edinburgh’s Traverse Theatre 
hosts the second Christm

as 
M

agicFest…
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